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a newspaper that day, he said a thing said to be
heads   of  a   bill   introduced   to   parliament ;   he
did not   believe it:   because  of all  that  he   had
evei- seen er read, nothing appeared to him so gross
and scandalous a libel; he could not credit it to be
the-production of a sane man ; but much less of any
man who would dare to impute improper motives to
the meeting at Copenhagen House ; to that meet-
ing he had never heard any solid charge laid; no
riot, no disturbance j all was peaceable, sober, and
consistent with the principles of the constitution ;
how then are we to account for the operations of
the minister, but in his disappointment ? he hoped
for tumult,  and peace disappointed his views.    But
there was another way of accounting for the minis-
ter's  vindictiveness ; the system   of terror,  which
reigned last year died with the trials j it might now
be wished to revive it; and instead of the connec-
tion  which  had been  attempted to be made out
between the proceedings  at Copenhagen House,
and the outrage on His Majesty, that outrage might
probably be traced to some one  of that army of
spies, who, having been thrown out of employ in
consequence of plots being   discredited,   and   the
suspension of the habeas corpus repealed, might be
desirous to revive the profitable trade of alarm, and
might think too, that he did a thing not ungrateful
to ministers, by affording them a plausible pretext
to destroy the liberties of the country.    From the
general distrust which he had of every fresh attempt
to create alarm, he was led to conclude, that if the
minister was to follow up the enquiry with respect
to the authors of the outrage, it would end in the
execution of one of his own spies.    He concluded
with an apostrophe to the Speaker, who, he hoped,
would imitate many of his virtuous predecessors, by
treating the proffered bill, should it be attempted to
be brought before the house, with  the  indignant
resentment which it merited, as  an insult to the
dignity of the house, and not even suffering it to be